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highest civic honour in the second city of the Empire, or that
people should begin to think that Sir Pherozeshah desires to
monopolise the civic honours that have been so cheerfully and
ungrudgingly accorded to him in full measure in the past
With a great deal of this criticism, it is impossible not to agree.
Pherozeshah's candidature for the chair in the circumstances that
existed must be regarded as the most ill-advised action of his career.
His success brought him no accession of strength or prestige. His
defeat would have been disastrous. The writer remembers discussing
the matter the very evening the election took place with one of his
oldest political associates. It was distressing to the latter that the
man who had been so long the sole arbiter in the matter of the
choice of a president, should himself have to find his way to the.
chair by a precarious majority of one after a hard and none too
dignified contest. That was a feeling which was shared by many of
Pherozeshah's admirers, who greatly regretted the position in which
he had placed himself. But even Jupiter nods sometimes.
The address of the Corporation to Their Majesties was drafted by
Pherozeshah, as were so many others on like occasions, and con-
tained many felicitous touches. Emphasis was laid on the significance
of the Royal visit. It was in effect a proclamation to the world of the
position which India held in the Empire, and in the sympathies of
the Royal House, and a demonstration that the Crown was "the
living bond uniting many different races in varying climes under the
flag which stands for ideals of justice, righteousness and progress."
The same note had been struck by Pherozeshah a little while before
in the eloquent speech which he had made at the public meeting
held under the presidentship of Sir George Clarke for the purpose of
concerting measures for the reception of Their Majesties. He did not
believe it was a merely ceremonial visit, and he seemed to read into
it a special significance.
When the citizens of Bombay met again on 3 February 1912,
after the eventful visit was over, to give expression to their sense of
the beneficent and far-reaching results of the visit, Pherozeshah, who
was in the chair, re-called his glowing periods on the previous occa-
sion, and claimed that he had been something of a prophet; and he